FREEDOM'S  BATTLE

particularly at the front. The very name of Senor Largo Gaballero
was enough to ensure its popularity. His splendid personal
qualities, his scrupulous honesty and his tremendous capacity for
work, which had apparently not lessened with the years, were
well known. If the enemy advance on the Talavera front could
have been held, and if a military success, however small, could
have followed the formation of the Government, the position of
the Cabinet would have been so strong that all danger of those
political differences which arose again a few months later would
aave been avoided.

The Government was put to one of its severest tests when it was
forced to leave Madrid. Ever since the fall of Toledo the
question of an eventual transfer to Valencia or Barcelona had on
various occasions been discussed by the Cabinet. While Indalecio
Prieto, supported by the Republicans, had, from the beginning of
October, advocated the removal of the Government to a town
farther from the front, Senor Largo Caballero, the Communist
Ministers, and myself thought that a premature departure would
be a mistake. We each of us had good reasons for our opinions.
The partisans of an immediate Government transfer based their
arguments on questions of a general nature, and also on the fear
that the absence of direct contact between the Government and
the President of the Republic would create a dangerous situation.
Reports reaching us regarding the attitude of Senor Azana, who had
taken up temporary residence in Barcelona, were by no means
reassuring. We feared that his habitual pessimism, exacerbated by
isolation, might lead him to make some irrevocable decision. Those
who thought that the Government should not wait until the last
moment, but should make its departure in comparative calm,
were proved right by subsequent events. The rest of us, on the
other hand, feared that the premature removal of the Government
would add to the confusion and dismay caused by the rapid
advance of the rebel troops. But Madrid recovered her morale
in an amazing fashion and proved herself ready to meet all
difficulties.

I spent the three days preceding the transfer of the Government
to Valencia in the War Ministry. In the office of General Pozas,
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